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hai Pme Are You
Willing To Pay?

It takes more than a Hlash of the cash and sporadic attendance to succeed In traditional
dojo. The students above are considered extremely worthy and dedicated by their
Instructor.

What does it rmean to join a dojo {train-
ing hall) today in the traditional sense,
and what was it like to enter the dojo of
a ryu (system) during the feudal era?. The
simiiarities and differences of these ways
are an accurate reflection of the similar-
ities and differences between the clas-
sical bujutsy {military arts) and their sue-
cessors, the budo {military way) of our
century. :

To nontraditionalists, there might nat
be anything special about joining a dojo.
From their point of view you just walk in
and make your wishes known to whoever
is in charge. Flash your MasterCard, sign
a liability waiver and you're a member of
the club. However, this is a iong way from
the manner in which things are done in
a strictly traditional dojo and it's Kght
years away from the way the feudalt war-
rior entered a dojo in old Japan.

Understand first {hat the idea of ths do-
joor ryu as a business began very recent-
ly. The ryu was ancianlly seen as a com-
bination ¢f an exlended family, an intense

and lengthy apprenticeship program, and
often as a semiraligious order.

There were exceptions, but the aver-
age ryu was relatively small, Whether it
was suppotied by a feudal lord or main-
tained privately, money was rarely a con-
sideration for the top instructors of the
style, A select graup of faithful students
or a benefactor were att that was neces-
sary. When the head instructor was re-
tained by his lard, a stipend supported
him, the same way all the lord's other
samural were kept. Otherwise, the head-
master depended on gifts and offsrings
from his disciples. Either way, few inslruc-
tors relied upon their teaching for their
livetihood.

Early ryu had lifile use for large
numbers of students, expensive lees for
training, or for professional instruciors.

How, then, did the prospective disciple

enter the ryu's doio? Mainly by per-
sistence. Initially, the applicant had 1o ap-
proach the dojo with letters of intreduc-
tion and recommendation from someone
known and respacted by the masters of

the ryu. This was generally followsd by
a check Into the applicant’s backgrund

Fecords were plentiful in old Jmpan
and background checks weran't verg dit-
ficutt: During the long Tokugawa raome,
a thorough and-far-reaching netwsrk of

inteligence agents was maintained oy the

government, and laws made sure myore
fraveled outside his native prouince
whhout identification papers.
Furthermare, for those of the warics
class, last name and home fief =tab-
lished a lot about character and pesonst
history. One reason for this check vas o
insure that the applicant was of good
character, but another equally important
consideration was o protect agaira the
possibifity of a rival ryu member fromralip-
ping into an “enemy"” school (o sted their

“secret technigues.

Once his background was ZECER-
tained, the applicant tcok the ke
{blacd oath), which was a writlen tvalty
oath, signed or sealed with the applh
cant's blood. The average classicd 'war
rior often had a small scar on onead his

‘fingers, ot inside his arm, from he ew

counter with the keppan. Practicaly ui-
noticeable, it reminded him of the grest
honor it was fo be a part of his rut
Even after he became an officia memr-
ber of the ryu, the aspiring wamir s ap-

plication was still not complete. He was

gligible only for a tal period. wmuaily
- referred to as te hodoki {unleashng of

hands). It was a probation that couid bz
severe, one where the beginnes was o
dered o perform all sorts of domastc
chores—chopping wood, premding
meals, washing uniforms; the kd of
scenario that's populer in muartd ars
movies to establish the tenacity xf the

"film’s future hero. It was a test o ss=chow

much he'd tolerate. it ascertainer how
badly he wanted to learn. If the =prms-

' performed his assigned tasks wit pa-

tience and dignity he was soon acmated
into the heginring ranks of the mu Me
hecame a monfin {a person at Y= gate
of the ryu's teachings.

Ancient students ‘felt like T=v be-
ionged, a feefing thal carries sa-in
presentday Japan, where the movidus|

is judged {and offen judges hiv==ff ac- -

cording to the groups 1o whics e bs
longs.

The members of the ryu veryouch
have the feeling of nakams (witmihe m-
terior space} with others of ther sshoo}
gr style. They have shared simdatirain-
ing, totally unique to those afitds if



b
Rigarous training, such as running stairs,
closely resembles the karate training of
eatly ryu. :

They have a common undarstanding of
the ryu. It's much like a family.

it's obvious, then, that joining a rvu
meant more than just allending lessons
and laaming skills. Even today, when a
Japanese craftsman wishes 1o donvey the
scope of his training, he sometimes uses
the expression, **| shared the mat with So-
and-So Sensel.” To share the mat or sit
en the mat with a high-ranked sensei has
a particular significance. !t means the
secrets and skills of his art have been

passed directly down 1o the speaker. He

is the inheritor of the master's particular
way of doing the craft,

A lot of the bude customs have
changed aver the years, but they haven't |
raally been lost. True, there are no longer

any keppan oaths, and only a few schools
practice anything liks the period of pro-
bhation. But serious budoka respect tha
same bonds of belonging that their an-

castors did, Today's budoka feeis (or

portrait of Gichin Funakoshi, and they
should derive deep satisfaction knowing
their teacher, or their teacher's teacher,
actually practiced karate under this great
man.

Students of another karate style who
visit a JKA dojo are lucky. And students
from the JKA who train in another system
are equally fortunate. .

But should they claim they are actual-
ly a part of the dojo they visit? I they are
willing to put on a white belt, forget their
allegiance io their original sensei and-ac-
cept their adeplive style wholeheartedly,
the answer is yes. Otherwise, the visiting
student who attempts to present himsaeif
as a real member diminishes both himself
and his teachers.

The entrance the modern-day budoka
makes to his ryu or dojo may be simpler
than it was in the oid days, but it has just
as much meaning and commitment. And
if it is taken lghtly or abused, if the stu-

should feel) that ha's part of a very special

dent falls to understand the implications,

groun, that he springs from a distinct and -

of his passage {0 the door of the dojo, hig.

honorable lineage. _
Siudents of the JKA train infront of a

Iy beyond it

can never expect to proceed successful-
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